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Ringmer Community Orchard
Broyle Place Farm, Laughton Road, Ringmer

Membership Form 

Return completed form to: Common Cause Co-operative Ltd, 111 High Street, Lewes, BN7 1XY
Your Details:
Name …………………………………………………………………………………….
Email: ………………………………………………………………………………………………….
We do not share email addresses or other personal information without your permission. 

Other Information about you

Do you have any health issues or allergies that we might need to know about if you are attending training or social activities at the orchard? Note the ground is uneven, there are wasps, bees, hornets and a lot of grass and flower pollen at different times of the year.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Membership Fees: 

1. For people who can give about 6 hours/ year to help manage the orchard 
Annual membership 
   £25 or concession rate £15 low income/unemployed
2. For people wishing to support the Orchard without committing their time:
Adopt a Tree annual fee £30  

 

Pay by BACS:  Common Cause Co-operative Ltd: 60:83:01; 20213709, or 

Pay by cheque: Common Cause Co-operative Ltd, 111 High Street, Lewes, BN7 1XY
As a member of the Orchard you are entitled to become a member of Common Cause Co-operative Ltd and apply to become a Director.  See www.commoncause.org.uk for more about Common Cause. 
Annual activities you can help with:
· organising events at the Orchard

· Winter Wassail early January

· pruning apple and pear trees in February or plum trees in June

· sorting the pruned wood and taking pruned young branches to Raystede

· thinning the apple crop late spring and early summer 

· keeping nettles, brambles, and invasive plants under control

· writing newsletters and publicity

· managing the compost area

· weeding and mulching around the base of the trees: especially the younger trees
· walking around the Orchard checking tree health

· Harvesting early September to late October

· Strimming the long grass 

· Raking up cut grass to encourage wildflowers and less invasive grasses

Health and Safety
The site and the activities that we run there present some risks to personal safety: cuts from pruning saws or secateurs, back problems from lifting heavy tubs of apples, ladders, uneven ground, nettle and bee stings for example.  To reduce the risk of harm to anyone we write and apply risk assessments ensuring that we have taken reasonable steps to protect people and we ask that people are aware of these risks. Common Cause Co-operative has public and employer liability insurance to cover accidents and injury whilst people are at the Orchard.  This insurance is not valid if we or those working there have not followed good practice. Membership of Ringmer Community Orchard is conditional on people following good health and safety practice. 
I understand and agree that:

· I will follow advice on safety at the Orchard 
· I will take due care for my own safety and be mindful of safety of others at the Orchard

· I will only climb the safety ladders provided and with a second person present 
· I do not climb any ladder I am not wearing suitable shoes or if I feel unsteady
· I will take due care to avoid back strain and avoid carrying or lifting items on my own
· I will report any accident or near miss or anything I am concerned about
· If I become a full member I am committing six hours a year of my time to help with the overall  
management of the orchard. 

· It is ok to stop and ask for help if I ever feel unsafe

There is an incident book in the Apple Store on the windowsill to use for recording any accidents or near misses but we also need you to tell us promptly. This helps to ensure we understand what might be causing problems and address these. There is a first Aid kit there for your use should you need it.
Photographs

Common Cause takes photographs at the orchard of people, the trees and the wildlife there. This creates a wonderful record of the developing site and also forms a useful resource. We might use photos on our web site, printed in the Orchard photo album or posted on the Orchard Facebook page. 

I consent for Common Cause to take photographs of me/my family at the Ringmer Community Orchard for:

The orchard photo album

On the Orchard web page 

Orchard Facebook 
You can change your mind any time, just let us know


Signed……………………………………………………………..Date……………..
Common Cause Co-operative Ltd, 111 High Street, Lewes, BN7 1XY
Common Cause Privacy Notice 
